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: ORren rion Meliahen 
Chairen, dolnt Geedlttee on Atomin Toercy 


On June 29, 1982, a nenber of your Comittee called to 
ay attention « c¢lumn by Joseph ant “teers ALeop which 
appeered in The «ashington Post af June With and dealt with 
alleged information on the hydregen bow, It wae indicated 
thst your Somultten vould be interested in an evaluation of 
thie article vros the security standpoint, beeed upan the 
arbitrary assuaption that the elatessnte made in the oolami 
with regard to the hyttrogen bosb are, in the pain, trut. 


+t welieve thet Joriet inteLlicense anthorities eoncerned 
with the field of atesle energy would sonalder 1% highly 
dgeirable to eecere oven siuieanthoritative infarmation on 
Lombadebiai matters ceversd in the eshem under review. 
oo aPer . 


(1) The statue of United States research end 
develoonent on fugion wespont. 


(2) the achedule, loomtion, ani sine of atecle 
ant fuelon testes and 


(3) current Militery planning concerning carriere 
and tactics for atexte and forion weapon, 


It is, of qoarec, a matter for speculation whether or 
not the Soviets would regard thie colua as authoritative, Dut 
sequrate information on these pointe ooeLt neve @ dbrect bear 
dng on the general policies of the teriet Enion, Moraover, 
wiob date fe of asterial essietonce to o country in consen« 
trating ite diplomtice and silitery offerts slong cLourly« 
 defiond Lincs, rather than weeting effort to counter sv benrye 
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pempibilities aw! alternatives, It can be said without qualt~ 
Pication thet the central Intellicence Agency would consider 
4t owtewmely helpful if it were able to gain accurnte or 
authoritetive infersation on the Seviet atonic and fusion 
weerans giniler to thet contained in thie article, 


Sther specific queetions weich were raleec in the inquiry 
poferrad to in the first pareeraph of thie letter are: whether 
thie article contains informetion of « everett end cLeesl fied 
nature; whet slaneifleetion it should be civeny and whether the 
disclowsre of euch information io wweethorized persend wrild 
conetLiate 2 vinlation of law, 


I need not te1] you thet tre bande problen of slaceifi~ 
cation of asterial in the field of atemie energy te @ 
responetbility of the Atemle "nergy Comlesion, therefore 
have not covered thie aspect of the query, IT suggest that 
the Department of Sefense would also be competent to express 
a view on whether the coluen in question containg classi Med 
information, the dleclomere of vhich would be injuriaus to 
the wecurity of the nation, and thet any question of 4 vielation 
af law in conmegtion with this gublication would be « setter 
for determination by the Lepartvent of Justice. 
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